
 
Be the Church 
Wk.4 Give not Take 
 
Exactly what we’re looking for at The Branch Community 
 

- that this life isn’t about me; it’s about others 

- Vision: 
o Celebrate God together 
o Communicate His Love 
o Construct mature, Christian lives 
o Care for the community 
o Connect the world to Jesus Christ 
o  

Willing to record short devotional videos? 5-10 minutes (no audience) 

 

What’s the nicest thing someone’s ever done for you? 

What’s the nicest thing you’ve ever done for someone else?  

 

 Play Video:  
 

- Can you picture yourself doing this as a part of The Branch Community Team?  
- It’s called being spiritual contributors.  

 

We are spiritual contributors, not spiritual consumers. We believe the Church 
doesn’t exist for us, but we are the Church, and we exist for the world.  
 

- Liz being there for a friend 
- Debbie reminding me that we are doing more than making money. 

 
What about you? How are you giving instead of taking? How are you being a spiritual contributor?  
 
Throughout the Bible, Jesus talks a lot about being a spiritual contributor. 
 
Jesus is talking with his disciples  
they’re asking questions about what they should do to be great leaders / be important  
 

Matthew 20:26-28 NLT  
“But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. For 
even the Son of Man, [Jesus], came not to be served but to serve others and give his 
life as ransom for many.”  
 
Jesus didn’t just talk about serving. He modeled it.  
Jesus washed His disciples’ feet.  
No great plumbing for showers / walked everywhere you went.  
the lowest tasks there were.  
reserved for someone’s servant  
So the fact that Jesus, the King of Kings, bent down and washed His disciples feet.  



 
Jesus was being a spiritual contributor.  
 

John 13:12-15 NLT  
After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you 
understand what I was doing? You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, 
because that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as I 
have done to you.”  
 
have a relationship with Jesus, our goal is to live our lives like He did. We are here to serve.  
We’re here to be spiritual contributors, not spiritual consumers.  
We choose to give, not take.  
 
giving our time, our energy, our ability, and even our money to a cause that is far greater than 
ourselves.  
We can make being a spiritual contributor seem more complicated than it really is.  
 
invite our friend  
use our talents and passions to serve others 
respectful to those around us 
listen to those who might not always be heard 
 
Being a spiritual contributor isn’t something we do; it’s who we are.  
 
What would it look like if all of us took the time to be a spiritual contributor this week?  
Would our church look different?  
What could happen if all of us took time to serve our parents, our friends, or our neighbors?  
Imagine what would happen if we did small things every day to show others what it looks like to give, 
not take.  

That’s different. We are called to be different and we won’t be different alone.  
 
Maybe you realize you’re a consumer.  
The good news is that tonight, that can change.  
You can take the step from being a spiritual consumer to a spiritual contributor.  
 
CLOSE 

It’s easy to be consumed with our wants, our needs, and what others can do for us. But for those of 
us who have a relationship with Jesus, we are called to serve and give more than we take.  

Have you been living selfishly?  

Are you being a spiritual consumer, not a spiritual contributor?  

When we are spiritual contributors, God does amazing things in us and through us to show people 
His love. Raise your hand if you’re ready to be a spiritual contributor.   

 

There are others of you who had no idea what being a spiritual contributor was about. We are 
spiritual contributors because of what God has done for us.  

 



 
- He created you with a purpose  
- that purpose includes having a solid relationship with him 
- Romans 3:23…all sinned and fallen short of what God wants for us  
- It’s because of sin that we are separated from God  
- John 3:16 God loves us so much that He sent His Son to earth to die for us.  
- Through Jesus’ death that we are saved, forgiven, and able to have a relationship with God 
- All we need to do is accept God’s grace and forgiveness.  

 
Sometimes, we make being a spiritual contributor more complicated than it really is. Inviting people 
to church, serving others, and being generous with our time and money are a few ways we can be 
spiritual contributors, but they aren’t the only ways either.  

 

- What’s one thing you can start doing or keep doing to be a spiritual contributor? 

- How can we as a group start helping you be a spiritual contributor?  

- Who is one person you can serve this week?   

 


